THE   INTERNAL   CRISIS   OF   FASCISM	153
The same habits, but without the fierce courage and
greatness. The aim of this expedition was to demonstrate
the strength of the opposition. All its chiefs were there,
Grandi from Bologna, Balbo from Ferrara, Misuri from
Perugia, Caradonna from Apulia. They meant to prove
their determination to go on with their present methods and
adventures. Mussolini felt himself more and more isolated,
and though he hid his bitterness, giving vent to it neverthe-
less on occasions, he began to wonder if he was not making
a useless sacrifice of his prestige, and if, after losing his first
battle, he was not in a fair way to lose the other, the gover-
mental battle. The meaning of the Ravenna episode was
quite clear to him and he made no protest about it. On the
contrary, in the Popolo d9Italia he abused Nullo Baldini,
who had resorted to the feeble expedient of an interpellation
in the Chamber. This was the first move in Mussolini's
new manoeuvre to regain without loss of face the main body
of the fascist army, now in mutiny against him. He now
realized that the policy he had conceived and which he had
inaugurated with his speech of July 23 was unworkable.
This policy had antagonized the majority of the fascists
without winning him support from any other quarter.
The conservatives were furious, because Mussolini's new
attitude gambled on socialist participation in government,
and this meant that the state would defend working-class
and socialist organizations from the fascist gangs. Those
whom Mussolini described as c until recently imploring the
degrading charity of a little socialist collaboration 3, now
that the danger was past found that Mussolini c lacked
style5. In the Giornale <FItalia of August 18—the day
after the Bologna conference and Mussolini's resignation—
Senator Bergamini1 wrote :
c Behind Mussolini's fickleness there is perhaps a lack
of firm convictions. ... At any rate this hasty liquida-
tion of fascism shows lack of style . . . the Duce throws
in his hand prematurely, with noisy ostentation, while
his victorious troops continue here and there their
1 After the march on Rome Bergamini made the acquaintance of fascist
* style '. He got no, mercy from the blackshirt thugs and was forced to resign
from his paper.

